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The Righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting Remenz- 
brance. Plal. cxii. 6. 
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Page 1, line 12, dele had. ibid. I. 13, for providence read 
blefling. p. 3, I. 18, dele and. p. 4, I. 25, for yourſelves read 


you, p. 5, I. 19, read churches. ibid. 1. 32, read churches. 


p. 6, 1. 15. for or read and. p. 8, I. 9, dele colon after good- 
neſs. p. 9, I. 15, for or read and. ibid. |. 27, for or his 


ſaints read and his ſaints. p. 12, I. 15, for nature read natures. 
. 13, I. 7, dele that is, and read wo to us. p. 15, |. 7, for 


eavineſs read wearineſs. p. 19, I. 15, pat the colon after no, 
inſtead of verily. p. 20, I. 9, for tho" read the. p. 29, 1. 25, 
read committed. p. 30, I. 26, fer miniſter read miniſters. 


p. 31, 1. 36, 4e they and read how. p. 35, l. 10, read the. 


37, 1. 3 al. 20, for Waldon read Walden. ibid. 1. » for 
eing read wgre. ibid. I. 15, ut {tho' he came to his fla ies 


later in lifé han%rdinary) in a parentheſis, and omit the colon 
after 1702, 'and put a ſemicolon after preacher. ibid. 1. 16, 
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dele and. J. 30 l 1 3, put faith fore meekneſs. p. 43, I. 17, 
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Profit of the Soul, 


BOOKS publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. Wm, Notcutt. 


J. HE Happy Exchange: : Being Seven 
Sermons from Phil. in. 8. g. 


II. Repeated Calls, and gracious Invications : 
Being Nine Sermons from Rev. iii. 20. | 


HI. The everlaſting Love and Delights of Jeſus 


.Chrift with the Sons of Men; Repreſented in Six 


Sermons, on Prov. vill. 30, 31. 


IV. A ſhort Explanation of the Aſſembly's 
ſorter Catechiſm, in a moſt familiar Way; defign- 
ed to promote uſetul Knowledge among Profeſſors, 
eſpecially of the younger fort. 


V. A Believer's Evidence for Heaven: Or, a 
ſhort Eſſay for Chriſtian Comfort, and ſpiritual 
Joy: Wherein by the plaineſt and moſt familiar 
expreſſions, a weak Chriſtian may be able to make 
out his Title to the heavenly Inheritance ; or to 


make his Calling and Election ſure. 


VI. The Heavenly Regiſter ; being an Attempt 
to unfold ſomething of the Nature and Defign of 
that Book of Remembrance which the Lord keeps, 
both of the Names and Diſcourſe of Chrittians 
while converſant here upon Earth, from Mal. iii. 16. 
to which, is added, Serious Reflections on divers 
Subjects; deſigned as a Specimen for the religious 
Improvement of the more common Occurrences of 


Lite, 


| VII. Antichrif revealed according to the Word 
of God : A Sermon preached at Ipfivich, Nov. 5. 
L720 
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VIII. A Treatiſe on Temptations; with the 
way of Eſcape out of them, to the Comfort and 
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BOOKS publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. Wm, Notcutt. 


IX. Plain Reaſons for diſſenting from the Church 
of England. 


X. The Hiſtory of Joſeph in Yu to which 
is added the Worm of Canaan. 


XI. Jeſus Chriſt moſt ga to every true 
Believer, and the Wrong that Sinners do their own 
. that ſin againſt him; ſet forth in Seven Ser- 

ons; four firſt from 1 Pet. ii. 7. three laſt from 
Prov. viii. 36. 


XII. Dying Paſtor's Legacy to his People, 


XIII. A true Repreſentation of the Sin and Dan- 
gcr of profane Curling and Swearing, 


XIV. A true Repreſentation of the Sin and Dans» 
ger of Drunkenneſs. 


XV. The Proteſtant's Reaſons why he will not 
be a Papiſt, 
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Lately Publiſhed, 


QUbmiſſion to the Righteouſneſs of God. Or 
the Neceſſity of T. ruſting to a Better Righteouſ- 
neſs than Our Own. Opened and Detended in a 
Plain Practical Diſcourſe upon Rom. x. 3. By 
B. JexKks, late Rector of Harley in Shropſhire, 
and Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Earl of 


Bradford. The Fourth Edition corrected. Price 


15. 64. 
The Scripture Teſtimony examined and confirm- 


ed by plain Arguments; Or an Appeal to Reafon 


and Common Senſe for the Truth of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. In Two Henn A 4 David JENNINGS, 


D. D. Price hound 15. 8 
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To the "Deſcendants of the Rev. Mr. William 
Notcutt, and the Society to which he food © 
related as Pojior. 


My FRIxENps, 


T was owing to your requeſt and defire, 

to the great veneration and eſteem which 
I had for your aged and honourable parent and 
paſtor, to the reipect and regard ] bore to the 
ſurviving relations, and to the affection I have 
for you, the dear peop's 2 of his late charge, 

that I was prevailed with to preach. the fol- 
lowing ſermon on the Gl occaſion of his 
deceaſe ; and the ſame reaſons have at length 
prevailed with me to ſuffer it to go abroad in- 
to the world in this critical and cenſorious 
age. I never deſigned to trouble the world 
with any of my. poor performances, tho' I 
have been once and again ſolicited to it, 
but intended to have paſſed thro' the world 
without the character of an author; but 
the importunity of you, my friends, and the 
great reſpect I had for or common friend, 
that is now removed from us, have prevailed 
with me, beyond, yea, contrary to my jettled 
purpoſe and deſign. 

I ſhall ſay little to the performance itſelf; 
ſuch as it is, I here tender it to your ſervice. 
J have made but very little alteration 1 - 

r 
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this Diſcourſe may fall, to be diligent followers 


now inheriting the promiſes, my end will be 


[ iv ! 

firſt delivery to you; only have taken the li- 
berty of leaving out the apology before the 
diſcourſe, and of adding ſomething under the 
head of the manner of miniſters ſpeaking the 
word of God, which, tho' prepared, yet 1 
found the time would not admit of deliver- 
ing. With reſpect to the character of the 
deceaſed, I think it is far from being exagge- 
rated or beyond the life: you that knew 
him beſt, 1 dare ſay, will readily ſubſcribe to 
the truth and juſtice, thereof, and that much 
more might have been ſaid. If, by the 
providence of God, the preaching, and now 
the publication of this diſcourſe, may be of 
uſs and ſervice to induce and engage you to a 

ractical remembrance, and an holy imitation 
of the faith and converſation of your late 
worthy parent and paſtor, and engage others, 
both miniſters and chriſtians, into whoſe hands 


of him, among others of the dear ſervants 
of God, who through faith and patience are 


abundantly anſwered ; and that this may be 
the caſe I defire the concurrence of your 
prayers with thoſe of, 


LY» Your ſincere friend, 


555 and humble ſervant, 
EBENEZER CORNELL. 
From my Study, in Qucen- 


fireet, Colcheſter, Aug, 26, 
1756. 
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HEBREWS Xu 7. 


Remember them which have the rule 
over you, who have ſpoken unto you 


the word of God,; whoſe faith fol- 
low, conſidering the end 0 of their con- 
ver ation. 


T is in; a manner unneceſſary to acquaint 
you, that the great ſovercign of the world, 
and the righteous diſpoler of all events, 
the God mn whoſe hands our bred th is, and with 
whom arc all our ways, has been pleaſed in his 
wife and adorable provicence to make an awful 
breach upon you of this church and congregation, 
and remove out of our world to another, and J 
doubt not a better, the Rev. Mr. Milliam Notcutt, 
the late worthy paſtor of this church, and a near 
and dear relation to many of you here preſent; 
whoſe precious Remains ſcveral of you the laſt 


weck ſaw depol ited in the filent Katte that houſe 


appointed for all the living. 

It is in compliance with the earneſt deſire 
and requelt of the ſurviving relations ol our de- 
ceaſed friend, that I am now humbly to attempt 
to improve his death, for the benefit and advantage 
of the living, in a funeral diicourſe on this folemn. 
occalion and for this purpoſe I have now turned 
you to theſe words, as what Iapprehend ſuited to the 
preſent occaſion, and adapted in the hand oi the di- 

B vine 
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vine ſpirit to do honour to the dead, and for. the 
real benefit and advantage of the living: while 


hereby we are evidently led into the true character 


of the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, and the guides 
of fouls, and to that reſpect and d uty, which are 
due to their memory when they are dead and gone. 
Remember them <which have the rule over you, who 
have ſpoken to yon the word of God, whoſe faith fol- 
low, confidering the end of their conver Jalton. 

I ſhall not now particularly enquire who was 
the penman of this epiſtle, but ſhall take ir for 
granted it was that eminent perſon to whom it is ge- 
nerally aſſigt'd, namely, the apoſtle Paul; nor yet 
{hall 1 detain you in conſidering the ſcope and de- 
ſign of the inſpired penman and author : ; bur only 
obſerve to our pretent purpole, that the apoſtle hav- 
ing recommended the goſpel iſpenſation to the 
For: i converts, warned and cautioned them againft 
every degree of apoſtacy, and urged them to con- 
ſtancy and perſeverance in their chriſtian profeſſion, 
by ſuch arguments, motives and conſiderations, as 
he thought neceſſary and proper, he comes, towards 
the cloſe of his epiſtle,to recommend to the believing 
Hebrews ſundry duties of great moment and impor- 
tance, which they ought to be found in the practice of, 
as the genuine and proper fruits and effects of faith; 
anc! | amongſt other things he exhorts to a becoming 
reſpect and regard to their deceaſed miniſters and 
paitors, ſuch who had formerly ſpoke to them the 
word of God, 2 reached among them the goſpcl ol 
peace, and brought to them the glad tidings ot ſal- 
vation: but whole faces they v ere to ſee, and whoſe 
voices they were to hear no more, which was a cir- 
cumſtance peculiarly grieving and afflictive: the 
apoſtle endeavours to direct them in their duty to- 


wards their deceaſed paſtors, and ipiritual guides, anc. 
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to ſupport and comfort them under the melancho- 
ly circumſtances of their death, by reminding them 
that Zeſus Chriſt the great ſhepherd of the - ſheep, 
and the univerlal paſtor oi the church ſtiil lives, 
abides, and remains, tho' the under-ſhepherds die, 
are removed, and taken away, and who continues 
the lame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, 

Here, in the words before us, he Gdirects the be- 
lieving Hebrews, and therein others likewiſe with 
them, to an aftectionate and practical remembrance 
of their departed miniſters, a conforinity to their 
doctrine, an imitation of their example, and a nar- 
row inſpection and ſerious conlideration of the end 
of their converſation; the happy elcape which they 
made out of all the troubles, temptations, and trials, 
which while here attended them; and their entrance 
into all the felicity, glory, and bleſſcdneſs of the 
heavenly ſtate and world, and to be with Coriſt, and to 
behold his glory, wio is the {ame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever. Kemeinaber, lays the inſpired apoſtle, 
them which have the rule over you, woe bade ſpoken 
unto you the wore of God, whoſe faith follow, confi- 
dering the end of their converſations 

The principal dificulty or ambiguity that ſeems 
to lie in theſe wor ds, is with relation to the perſons 
towards whom the duties enjoined and recommend- 
ed, are to be exerciſed and practiſed, Whether the 
apoſtle :ntends thoſe paſtors and guides that were 
living among them, or thoſe that were now dead 
and gone from them? Ac cording, to the former 
part of the verſe, as it ſtands in our trantlation, it 
ſhould ſeem as it the apoſtle had reference to thoſe 
guides then living among them; but the latter part 
of the verſe evinces the contrar y, and plainly ſhews 
us, that the apoſtle in his exhortation intends thoſe 
that were deccaſcd, fuch who had tormerly ipoke 
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to them the word of God, ſuch who had now finiſhed 
their courfe, and were got to the end of their con- 
verſation; beſides we find the apoſtle in a ſubſe- 
quent verſe, directs them in that duty which they 
owed to their ſpiritual guides while alive, or prejent 
with them, verſe 17. Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and ſubmit yourſelves, and therefore, with 
ſubmiſſion, I ſhould think the firſt clauſe of the 
verſe had been better rendered, Remember them 
which had the rule over you; or as it is in the origi- 
nal, Remember your. guides or rulers: and, as there 
is nothing particularly ſaid of theſe guides, but 


what may be accommodated to the miniſters of the 


goſpel, and the paſtors of the churches in every 
age, I ſhall conſider what is here recommended to 
the believing Hebrews as their duty, with reſpect to 
their ſpiritual guides and inſtructors, who had for- 
merly ſpoken to them the word of God, but were 
now removed and called away by death, as the in- 
cumbent duty of the churches in general with reſpect 
to their faithful miniſters when they are dead and 
gone, and are removed from the preſent world, 

and fo I ſhall conſider theſe words as containing in 
them what is ſuitable and proper to the preſent occa- 
ſion, as containing a proper directory to yourſelves 
how to conduct and behave yourſelves, with regard 
to your faithtul miniſter after he is dead "and 
gone. 

And cherefore I would addreſs you of this church 
and congregation, as well as you the near relations 
of the deceaſed, with reſpect to your aged and re- 
nowned paſtor, and parent, in the words of the 
apoſtie to the believing Hebrews: Remember bim 
og had lately the rule over you, who has long ſpoken 
the word of God among you, whoſe faith follow, con- 
Ht n the end of his conve) ſation, 
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And in further diſcourſing on theſe words, with 
an application to ourſelves, and the preſent ſolemn 
_ occaſion, I ſhall attend to the following particulars, 
as evidently comprized and contained in the words 
themſelves. 

I. I ſhall conſider the character the apoſtle has 
given us of the perſons whom he here recommends 
to their affectionate eſteem, practical remembrance, 
holy imitation, narrow inſpection, and ſerious conſi- 
deration ; and they are repreſented and deſcribed as 
thoſe who had the rule over them, who had ſpoken to 
them the word of Cod; and who had exemplified the 
doctrine they preached in their lives and converſa- 
tions : Remember them which had the rule over you, 
who have ſpoken to you the word of God, whoſe faith 
follow, confidering the end of their converſation. T his 
defcription and repreſentation is ſuch as exactly ſuits 
and agrees with the faithful miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, the paſtors of che church, and the guides of 
fouls to the end of the world. | 

II. I mall conſider what is here by the apoſtle 
evidently implied, if not fully expreſſed, that theſe 
ſpiritual rulers, theſe guides of fouls whom he te- 
commends to their affectionate ctteem, practical re- 


membrance, holy imitation,and {erious conſideration, 


were now come to the cloſe and end of their lives, 
had made their exit, and were removed by death out 
of our world; he ſpeaks of them as abſent from 
them, when he calls upon them to remember them, 
and he ſpeaks of them as having finiſh'd their courſe, 
when he exhorts them to conſider the end of their 
converſation. The paſtors of the church, and 


the guides of fouls die as well as others, they are 


removed or taken away by death, 
III. I ſhall conſider the great and important du- 
ties which are here by the apoſtle recommended to 


the believing Hebrews, with reterence to perſons of 


this ſtamp and character, when they are dead and 
Sone, 
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gone, and after they were removed from the pre- 


tent evil world; as what are incumbent upon the 
churches of Chrift with reſpect to their miniſters 
and paſtors when they are removed by death from 
them, Viz. to remember them, follow their example, 
and conſider the end of their converſation. 

I ſhall then apply the important ſubject in a man- 
ner fuited to the preſent ſolemnity and occaſion. 

J. I am to conſider the character which the 
apoſtle here has given us of the perſons, whom he 
recommends to their atfectionate eſteem, practical 


kemembrance. holy imitation, narrow inſpection, 


and ſerious conſideration. They are here repre- 
ſented and deſcribed, as thoſe that bad the rule over 
them, that had ſpoken to them the word of God ; or, 
who had exemplified the doctrine they preached i in 
their lives and converſations. Remember then which 


Had the rule over you, who have ſpoke unto you the 


word of God, wwhej? faith follow, conſidering the end 
of their converſation. This deſcription and repre- 
ſentation is ſuch as exactly ſuits and agrees with 
the faithful miniſters of the goſpel, the paſtors of 
the churches, and the guides of fouls, to the end 
of the world. We thall a little attend hereunto, 
that you may know what an excellent perſon you 
"Re had amongſt you. 
The perions whom the apoſtle here recom- 
3 to their affectionate eſteem, practical re- 
membrance, c. alter they were dead and gone, 
were ſuch as had had the rule over them. Their 
rulers or guides : Remember them which had the rule 
oer ycu. The word here uſed is of fo large an ex- 
tent, as to be applicable to all who are veited with 
authority of any Kind, whether miniſters or ma- 
giſtrates: but it is plain and evident, the apoſtle 
here does not intend civil magiſtrates; it was not 
their buſineſs ro ſpcak the word of God, which 
nels 
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theſe rulers are ſaid to have done: they are not 
civil magiſtrates, but cccleſiaſtical rulers and go- 
vernors, "that are here intended by the apoſtic; oth- 
cers in the chriſtian church, who exerciſe a ſpiri- 
tual rule and government therein, according to 
Chriſt's appointment, who are fpoke of in {crip- 
ture under other characters, as elders, paſtors, 


and biſhops; ſuch as went before, led, guided and 


directed the condi in the ge rule and go- 
vernment thereof: they are here ſpoke of, vader 
the character of guides or rulets, ſuch as fed 
the people with knowled ge and underſtanding, ; 
and not only ſo, but ſuch as exerciſed an holy and 
{piritual rule and diſcipline among them, accord- 
ing to Chriſt's appointment; they were ſuch as had 
gone beiore the flock, prefic! & in the chriſtian 
church, not only in the worſhip carried on there- 
in, but in the ſpiritual rule and government there 
exerciſed; they were fich as rok He overſight of 
the flock, not indeed to lord it over God 'S heri. 
tage, or have a dominion over their Faith, or 
ulurp and excrciſe a {piritual or 21 among n 
but ſuch as had exerciſed an holy and ſpiritual rule 
and government among, them ior a recgeemer's 
glory, and the ends of thei {piritual ccliſication. 
Chriſt's church, my friends, is a {ociety diſtinct 
from the world, and is under a « Yi * Polity, ir 
has in it a ſpiritual rule and government inſtituted 
and appointe d! oy Chriſt, ſuited to its nature, con- 


ſtitutions and end; this government lies primarily 


upon the ſhouiders of the Lord Jelus Chriſt him- 
felt, who is king of Zicn. and head of the chri- 
ſtian church, who by his governing provide! ICC, pr 
ſerves and get ends lis ach and its particuia- 
members, againſt all the united attempts of earth 
and hell; and by the ſecret power of his word, 
and the fovereign influences of his ſpirit and grace. 
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he rules in the hearts of his people, the ſubjects 
of his ſpiritual kingdom, and gracious govern- 


ment: and as the great lawgiver of his church, he 


has ordained laws, rules and ordinances, to be ob- 
ferved by all his people ; all which he has appoint- 
ed for the due regulation of his church ; theſe in- 
deed, he does not now adminiſter in his own per- 
fon, but in his governing wiſdom, grace, and good- 
neſs. He has appointed officers in his church, 
who by virtue of his inſtitutions, are to exercite a 
ſpiritual rule and government there for his glory, 
and his churches edification ; and, cho' the power 
of admiſſion cenſures and cxcluſions, is lodged in 
the church; yet in the exerciſe of that power, 
miniſters are to go before the people and act therein 
with the church's approbation, concurrenceand con- 
ſent; and they are empowered and authoriſed to 
preſide among them, and to go before the church, 
and in their names, and by the authority of Chriſt, 
to receive and admit into their communion. and 
fellowſhip, thoſe whom the church approves of, 
and in a judgment of diſcretion and charity, think 
meet ſubjects for their communion ; or exclude 
from their fellowſhip and communion with the 
church's concurrence, wiltul and obſtinate often- 
ders. They rule and govern not magiſterially and 
with rigour, but with love, and in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs ; not from their own wills and humours, 
but by the laws, and according to the appoint- 
ment of Jcſus Chriſt: they herein act not with a 
lordly dominion over the faith and conſciences ot 
men, much lets over their civil rights and poſſeſ- 
ſions, but as Officers in Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom, 
limited by the laws of his word : and in the exer- 
ciſe of this power, they inſpect the houſehold of 
faith, and go before the church in the ways of 
truth and holineſs : and the perſons here ſpoke of 
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| 
by the apoſtle, and recommended to their affetionate 1 
abi, practical remembrance, holy imitation, \ 
were ſuch as theſe ; ſpiritual guides who had excr- 
ciſed a ſpiritual rule and government among them 
according to Chriſt's appointment, for the redcem- 
er's glory, and his church's edification. 

Nor is this all, but 2dly, The perſons whom 
the apoſtle here recommends to their affectionate | 
eſteem, practical remembrance, holy imitation, nar- | 
row inſpection, and ſerious conſideration aſter they 
were dead and gone, were ſuch as had ſpoken to 
them the word oi God: Remember them which had 
the rule over you, who hade ſpoken unte you the word 
of Cod: they were ſuch as laboured in the word 
and doctrine among them, or preached the golpel f 
of the kingdom unto them, ſuch as declared 9 
and made known the mind and will of God, 4 
by preaching, the everlaſting goſpel among them: ; 
tho* this was not the only work and bulineſs of 
theſe ſpiritual guides, whom they were called up- 
on practically to remember, yet it was their main 
and principal work and buſineſs to preach the 
oof of the kingdom: the doctrine of ſalvation 
to men; what our bleſſed Lord warmly and pa- : 
thetically inculcates upon. Peter, has reſpect to all c 
the paſtors of the churches, and the guides of ſouls, 1 
they mult feed Chriſt's ſheep or his ſaints, Jen 
XI. 15, 16, 17. This is every where made a part 
and branch of their miniſterial work and duty; Mi- 
niſters are required to preach the word, to be inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. iv. 2. and they are 
ex horted to attend to reading, to exhortation, to doc 
trine, I Tim. iv. 1 3. they are to labour in the word and 


; 10 
- " | dottrine, 1 Tm. v. 17. yea, they are to ſtudy to 1 
ew themſelves approved, workmen that need no: 1 
Ni tobe aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, 2 Wy 
ft | Tim. ti, 15. a neceſſity is laid upon them, and 4 
5; 2: = WO © 


10 A SERMON cecaſſonad by the Death 
wo to them if they preach not the goſpel, 1. Cor, 
IX. 16. . 
Here I might conſider the ſubject · matter of their 
preaching and ſacred miniſtrations, and then che 
manner thereof, as intimated in the expreſſion 
uſed ; who have ſpoken 19 you the word of God. 
1. As to the ſubject- matter of their preaching 
and ſacred miniftrations, that which theſe ſpiritua! 
uides and rulers had in charge, and are ſaid to de- 
ey to their people, it was the word of God; who 
hae ſpoken to you the word of God. That word 
which was a ſignification of the divine mind and 
will, or the whole body of evangelical truth revealec 


to the church in the written word, which contained a 
ſignification of God's mind and will to men. Holy 


men of God therein {pake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt; the 3 under the Feri dil. 
penſation, and the apoſtles of Chriſt under the 
Chriſtian, delivered God's word to the children o 
men; the ſpirit of God immediately ſuggefting tc 
chem what he wauld have communicated and made 
known to his church, 

And the miniſters of the goſpel now in their ſa- 
ered miniſtrations are to keep cloſe to the written 
word; this ſhould dwell in them richly in all wiſ⸗ 
dom, as what is able to make them perfect, tho- 

roughly furniſhed to every good work ; the whole 
word is to be preached, and nothing but what 
conſonant and agreeable thereunto, founded upon. 
arid neceſſarily deduced therefrom; and faithful mi- 
niſters, the guides of fouls, ſuch whom the apoſtle 
here ſpeaks of, were fuch as were concerned tc 
ſtand in God's counſel, and to receive the worc 
from his month, to warn ſinners from him, and 
preach the preaching he bids them, and not adul- 
terate the myſteries of the goſpel, but diſpenic 
hat the maſter provided for his family; they de. 
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ef the Rev. Mr. WM. Norcurr. 1 
livered what they received from the Lord Jeſus, 
to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God; they 
kept cloſe to their Commiſſion, arid diſpenſed no- 


thing but what their Lord had committed to them 
for the good of his family and houſhold; theie 


faithful diſpenſers of the word did not ſhun to de- 


clare the whole counſel of God, and kept back no- 
thing that might be profitable unto them; they 
were ſuch as did not deliver their own fancies and 
inventions, but the pure unmixed and genuine 
doctrines of the word : the word of God is the prin- 
cipal furniture of a goſpel miniſter, and he that has 
the grace of God in his heart, and is a true Apellos, 
mighty in the Scripture, and makes the word of God 
the only ſtandard of truth and duty,whoſe preaching 
is ſcriptural, who with an holy dexterity and ſkill 
can wield the {word of the ſpirit, the word of God, 
is like to do more good in the world than the maſ- 
ters of eloquence, with all their refined reaſon and 
oratory, ſeparate from the word of God, and def- 


titute of the ſpirit : theſe whom the apoſtle ſpeaks 


of, were ſuch as made the word of God the matter 
of their ſacred miniſtrations ; this is the great 
mean in the hands of the ſpirit, of turning ſinners 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the power and 
Kingdom of Satan unto God; and of building the 
ſaints up in holineſs thro? faith unto ſalvation. On 
this the being and bleſſedneſs, the comfort and hap- 
pineſs of the church depends; and theſe ſpiritual 
guides then, and faithful miniſters now make the 
word of God the great ſubject of their ſacred mini- 


{trations ; they fetch the matter of their preaching 


from hence, as well as preach conformable and 
agreeable thereunto; this they believe themſelves, 
this they ſtudy and preach to others. 

The matter of their preaching was the pure word 
of God, or, as it is elſewhere called (De /incer# 
vr the unadulterated milk of the word, 1 Pet. it 
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2. as became good ſtewards of the myſteries of 
God; and in their doctrine they ſhewed wncor- 
ruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that could 
not be condemned, Tit. ii. 7, Thele ſpiritual guides, 
whom the apoſtle here ſpeaks of, did then, and 
faithful miniſters do now, make Chriſt the perſonal 
word and wiſdom of God their grand theme and 
ſubject; they deſire to know themſelves, and to 
make known to others, nothing fo much as Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified; they point men to their 
Saviour; the infinite Son of God is dear to his Fa- 
ther, and he is therefore highly exalted in the 
preaching of his faithful ſervants ; the motto upon 
their whole miniſtry is, Chriſt is all and in all; they 
dwell much upon the perſon, nature, and offices 
of the great Redeemer z his relations to his people, 
and the benefits and advantages thar flow from 


him; they preach the genuine doctrines of the word, 


lay open the great ſprings of our falvation in the 


everlaſting purpoſe and grace of the Father, in the 


incarnation, obedience, and ſufferings of the great 


Redeemer, and in the ſpecial influences and power- 


ful operations of the divine Spirit, in the regene- 
ration, converſion, and — of his people; 
and ſhow the neceſſity of the divine almighty power 
to keep the called, redeemed, and cholen, thro? fait! 
unto ſalvation ; they lay open the wolul depravity 


and corruption of human nature in Adam the firſt 
covenant-head; and the reſtoration, recovery, and 


advancement of our fallen nature to the favour and 
image of God, to communion with him here, and 
the eternal fruition and enjoyment of him in the 
world of bleſſedneſs and glory hereafter, by Chriſt 
the ſecond Adam. The great deſign of God in the 
whole ſcheme of ſalvation is to retrieve ſinners 
from the ſtate of fin, guilt, and miſery, in which 
they are fallen and involved, and advance them to 
a ſtate of compleat holineſs and happineſs, through 

a Re- 
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a Redeemer : and in ſpeaking the word of God, 
faithful miniſters declare the whole counſel of God 
to their people; they acquaint men with that ſtare 
of honour, integrity, and happineſs, in which man 
was at firſt created, and how this glorious ſon of the 

or ning is now fallen; and that the crown is fallen 
from our heads, and that wo is to us for we have ſin- 
ned: and they inform their people into what wretched, 
miſerable, and deplorable circumſtances they are 
ſunk and fallen, and what ruin and miſery is entail- 
ed upon them, as the progeny of apoſtate man; 
they likewiſe acquaint them with God's gracious 
deſign to raiſe up ſome out of the ruins and rub- 
biſh of the apoſtacy, to be the monuments of his 
rich, free, and fovereign grace and mercy in their ſal- 
vation; they lay open the amazing ſcheme of man's 
redemption and ſalvation; the method in which it 
was impetrated and purchaſed, and the way in 


which it muſt be apply'd; the covenant of grace 


with its rich bleflings they labour to untold, and 
declare the duties enjoined and recommended to all 
that are intereſted therein. As heralds they pro- 
claim Chriſt to a loſt world, and inform them in 
the doctrine of his perſon as God-man, the nature 
of his offices, the neceſſity and perfection of his ſa- 
tisfaction, and the prevalency of his advocacy and 
interceſſion, and the extent and power of his king - 


dom and government; they preach peace by Jeſus 


Chriſt, and bring the ridings of a Saviour and ſal- 
vation thro” him to a loſt world; which truths are 


adapted in the hand of the divine ſpirit to rouze the 
ſtupid conſcience, awaken the fecure, convince men 


of their fin and danger, turn them from the error 
of their ways, transforma them into the image of 
divine purity and holineſs, and build up the taints 
in faith, holineſs and comfort; and thus in the right 
diſpenſation of the word of God the ſervants of 
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14 ASrgnby cccgfoned by the Death 
Chriſt are helpers of their people's faith and joy. 
And this is one branch of their character, one part 
of their work and office, to ſpeak unto the people 
the word of God ; and as one obſerves, they that 
ſpeak not according to this word © ought to have 
s their memories buried with their bodies :” but it 
was the character of theſe ſpiritual guides whom 
wu! the apoſtle would have them to remember, that 
1 they ſpoke to them the word of God, and this is the 
— character of faithful miniſters now. | 
2. And this leads me farther to conſider 
| the manner of their ſpeaking, as intimated in 
' the expreſſion uſed, who have ſpoken unto you the 
it Word of God; they were undoubtedly ſuch as la- 
. boured in the word and doctrine, according to that 
of the apoſtle, 1 Tm. v.17. They preached the word in 
| ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, they reprov'd, rebuked, and 
{ ex borted, with all long-ſufferins and doctrine, warn- 
WW ing every man, and teaching every man in all wiſdom, 
that they might preſent every man perfect in Chriſt 
Feſus, 2 Tim, iv. 2. Cololl. i. 28. they eventravailed 
in birth, till Chriſt was formed in the hearts of men. 
Cal. iv. 19. They were not as one obſerves, © Such as 
1 N e roll away their days in lazineſs and luxury, ſeek- 
1 <« ing the honours and emoluments of the church, 
11 * without labouring therein.“ They did not, as 
1 | God ſpeaks of ſome of old, eat the fat and drink 
5 | the ſweet, and clothe themſelves with the wool, 
but feed not the lock. Such indeed, as the ſame 
| ? writer obſerves, *© are burdens while they live, and 
# & never to be remembered but with deteſtation when 
| te they are dead :” but theſe ſpoke of in the text, 


11  __ were {uch as labour'd in the word and doctrine; | 
tmp gave themſelves to prayer and the miniſtry of | 

. the word; they were willing to ſpend and be ſpent 
tor the glory of God, and the good of immortal ; 

- „„ ſouls; K 
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of the Rev. Mr. WM, Norcurr. 15 
ſouls; they are ſpoke of as thoſe that watched for 1 
ſouls, as they that muſt give account; they knew {1 
the greatneſs of their charge, the importance of | [ 
the truſt committed ro chem, and the awful ac- | 
count they muſt give up to God, and therefore 
they, watched with all diligence and painfulneſs, 
and labour'd therein even unto faintneſs and heavi- 
neſs : their work exerciſed their heads and their 
hearts, waſted their ſpirits, and often wore out 
their very conſtitutions, ſo that for the work of 0 
Chriſt, they were ſometimes ſick nigh unto death; 
they were ſuch as had obtained mercy to be faith- 
ful; and, as they knew the worth of {ouls, and had 
themſelves taſted of the grace of God, and the love 
of Chriſt, they were conſtrained to lay out them- 
ſelves to the uttermoit in the ſervice of Chriſt, and 
for the good of immortal ſouls ; and they did it 
with all good fidelity, as ſtewards of the myſteries 
of God, it being required of a ſteward, that a 8 
man be found faithful, 1 Cor. iv. 2. Faithful mi- FO ; 
niſters have a truſt committed to, and repol- 
ed in them, and faithfulneſs requires that they diſ- 
penſe the myſteries of God with all good fidelity; 
and thus did they, whom the apoſtle here ſpeaks 
of, as of ſincerity, as of God, in the fight of | 
God, ſpeak in Chriſt, 2 Cor, ii. 17. and their 
preaching, as to the manner of it, was managed | 
and conducted with a naked ſimplicity and plain- 
neſs; as their matter was fetched from the uner- 1 
ring oracles of God, fo their language was in the | 
words which the holy Ghoſt taught, not with the 
enticing words of man's wiſdom, but in the de- 
monſtration of the ſpirit, and with power; they | 
delivered the truths of God in their genuine and : 
and naked fimplicity and plainneſs, as ſuited the — 7 
ſolemnity of divine truths, and the capacities of F 
their hearers; and in ſuch a manner as was adapted, 
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11 16 ASrRMoN occaftoned by the Death 
1 by the bleſſing of God, to anſwer the great ends of 


if preaching; to convince the JuCgment, inform the 
| underſtanding, affect the con 


1 cience, reach the heart, 
1 | captivate «he whole ſoul to the obedience of faith, 
| and promote the good entertainment of their meſ- 
1 ſage. And this was the character of the perſons 
r whom the apoſtle here ſpeaks of; they were ſuch as | 
1 bad ſpoke unto them the word of God, they made the 
1 word of God the matter of their ſacred miniſtrations, 1 
5 and exerciſed themſelves with all fidelity, care, and 1 
Fl. diligence therein, and ſpake as became the oracles | 
i of God. 
1 3. The perſons whom the apoſtle here recom- 1 
1 mends to their affectionate eſteem, practical re- 1 
Fo, membrance, holy imitation, and ſerious conſidera- 
* UF tion after they were dead and gone, were ſuch as felt, 
* NY) and experienced the power of the word upon their 
1 own hearts, and its influence in their lives. They 
11 held forth the word of life in their practice, as well 
4 as in their doctrine, and exemplified their doctrine 
11 in their lives and converſations. They were ſuch 


as had themſelves taſted that the Lord was gracious, 
and could in ſome good degree ſay with the beloved 
Apoſtle, That which we have ſeen and heard, that de- 
clare wwe unto you. 1 Joh. i. 1. They were men of ex- 
perience, and had themſelves ſeen ſomething of the 
evil nature and the curſed effects of fin; the uſe of 
the divine law to convince thereof, and the ſweet- 
neſs and power of the goſpel as revealing Chriſt to 
men; they had ſeen the beauty, excellency, and 
j glory of Chriſt, found the value of his atoning 
. blood and righteouſneſs, they had taſted of the 
free grace and love of the Father, the compleat and 
Þ 3; everlaſting ſalvation of the Son, and had an inward 
i 1308 | heart-experience of the power and grace of the 
F holy ſpirit, in their regeneration, converſion, and 
1 gradual ſanctification; and this gave ſuch a zeal and 
1 ö HP | tervor to their preaching, as all the arts of —_— 
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all the ſtudied eloquence and oratory in the world 
could not come up to: experienced truths warm 
the heart not only of the ſpeaker, bur of the hearers 
alſo, beyond all fine words, exact periods, or em- 
belliſhed diſcourſes ; what are any or all ot thoſe to 
a wounded conſcience, to a troubled mind, an af- 
flicted and diſconſolate ſpirit ? but when men can 
declare what God has done for their own iouls in 
like circumſtances, they then know how to {peak a 
word in ſeaſon to him that is weary : theſe perlons 
the apoſtle ſpeaks of, were ſuch as had an inward 
experimental taſte of the power and goodneſs of 
the word upon their own ſouls, hence did chey 
preach and recommend it unto others. 

And not only ſo, but they were ſuch as excmpli- 
hed the doctrine they preached in their lives and 
converſations ; they lived as they preached, and 
taught by their example, as well as by their doctrine: 
they were examples to the believers in word, in 
converſation, in charity, in- ſpirit, in faith, in pu- 
rity, in all things ſhewing themſelves patterns of 
geod works, 1 Tim, iv. 12. Tit. ii. 7. they both 


lelt the power of the word upon their own hearts, 
and its influence throughout their lives; their con- 


verſations were becoming the golpel of Chriſt, and 
they recommended the doctrine they preached by 
their own practice; they were burning and fhining 
lights; they ſhone, not only in the purity of their 
doctrine, but alſo in the holineſs of their lives and 
converſations; and by their example they confirmed 
and encouraged thoſe over whom they preſided 
hence it is given as the property of a good ſhep- 
herd, that he goes before the ſbeep, Jobu x. 4. Faith- 
ful miniſters go before their people in all the parts 
of the chriftian life, and by rheir example encou- 
rage them to prels forward in the ſervice of God, 
and in purſuit of the keavenly prize ; and the good 
*xample. of miniſters is 5 ways * 0 
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their people, and particularly the light of their con- 
verſations is a convincing argument that they them- 
ſelves believe the truth of their doctrine. With re- 
ſpect to the perſons here ſpoken of, the virtues and 
the graces which they recommended to others, 
were tranſcribed in their own fouls, and ſhone vi- 
ſibly in their lives and converſations, and their lights 
Jo ſhone before men, ihat others ſeeing their good 
works glorified their father which is in heaven. Matt. 
v. 16. And thus I have conſidered the cha- 
racter the apoſtle has given us of the perſons whom 
he here recommends to their affectionate eſteem and 
regard, practical remembrance, holy imitation, 
and ſerious conſideration : they were ſuch as were 
their rulers, or ſpiritual guides, ſucb as had ſpoker 
fo them the word of Cod, and who had felt the power 
of that word upon their own hearts, and its in- 
fluence in their lives; and great is the regard whic! 
ought to be paid to the memory of ſuch, when 
they are dead and gone. And ſuch, my friends, 
in all theſe inſtances which I have mentioned, was 
your late reverend and worthy paſtor, who is nov 
removed and taken from you, as I ſhall have occa- 
ſion more particularly to conlider towards the cloſc. 
II. This leads me to conſider what is here by 
the apoſtle evidently implied, if not clearly and 
fully expreis'd, viz. that theſe ſpiritual rulers, theſc 
guides of ſouls, whom he recommends to the! 
affectionate eftcem, practical remembrance, holy 
imitation, and ſerious conſideration, were now come 


To the cloſe and end of their lives, had made thei: 


exit and eſcape, and were removed by death out o 
our world: the apoſtle. ſpeaks of them as abſen: 
from them, when he calls upon them to remembe: 
them; he ſpeaks of them as having finiſh'd their 
courſe, when he exhorts them to conſider the end 
of their converſation. The paſtors of the churches, 
and the ſpiritual guides of ſouls die as well a+ 

N others, 
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ethers, are removed and taken away by death, 
This was verified in thoſe whom the apoſtle here 
{peaks of, and has been verified in others all along 
to this very day; yea, I may ſay this day is this 
obſervation fulfilled before you; your late worthy 
paſtor and ſpiritual guide, who ſpoke to you the word 
of God for ſo many vears, has made his exit and 
eſcape from you, he is removed and taken away by 
death, you ſhall ſee his face, and hear his voice no 
more. | 

And here a little to attend to this matter, for this 


purpoſe we may uſe the words of rhe prophet Ze- 
chariah i. 5. Your fathers where are they? and the 


prophets do they live for ever ? The anſwer muſt be 


given in the negative. . No verily, they die as well 
as others; neither the purity of their doctrine, nor 
the holineſs oi their lives, will exempt them from 


the ſtroke of death; Chriſt's miniſters die though 


he lives; they are mortal and ſubject ro death, they 
are under the ſame ſentence of mortality with others 
of their fellow creatures and fellow chriſtians ; in 
day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die, was the 
{ſentence threatned and accordingly executed upon 
Adam and his guilty poſterity all along unto this 
very day; and it is appointed for men one and al} 
once to die, Heb. ix. 27, and neither the gifts, nor 
the graces of miniſters will exempt them from the 
arreſt of death; the grave is the houſe appointed 
{or all the living, and the living under every cha- 
rafter know that they ſhall diez yea, the righ- 
teous periſh, and mercitul men are taken away; 
kigh and low, rich and poor, young and old, wife 


and fools, good and bad, ſaints and ſinners, magi- 


{trates and ſubjects. miniſters and their people muſt 
all die; it is a ſtanding law and ordinance of hea- 
ven, Which mortals cannot tranigreſs, and except 


Enoch and Elijah, and thoſe that ſhall be found 


alive at Chriſt's ſecond coming, none of all the 
$ | 


D 2 children 
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children of Adam ever were or ſhall be exemprec! 
herefrom; Chriſt, if he pleaſed, could have ſe. 
cured his miniſters and his ſaints from dying, but 
the law of mortality muſt take place in them as 
well as in others; the prophets under the old teſta- 
. ment died, and the apoſtles and miniſters of Chris 
0 under the new; Moſes, the man privileged beyond 
many others, yet he dies, according to the wor: 
of the Lord, Deut. xxxiv. 5. Samuel, tho' age, 
lives not always. David, the man after God's own 
heart, and who ſerved his generation according t- 
the will of God falls aſleep; John the Baptiſt, tho 
greater than a prophet, yet he dies; Paul and Pe- 
ter die as well as others; they put off this taber- 
nacle, and they have the time of their departure, 
as they tell us: the miniſters of Chriſt do not live 
always upon this earth, their fouls are ſeparat- 
ed from their bodies, and they are removed by 
death: the word of God and daily conſtant ex 
perience verity and confirm this truth to us: 
they are of the ſame frail make and feeble conſti- 
tutions with others, they have the ſeeds of mort: 
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lity in them, they are compounded of fleſh and 

F blood, are ſubject to diſeaſes, liable to accidents, 

1 and expoſed to death in common with others; they 

15 have ſin attending them, which is the cauſe © 

5 death, and they have in themſelves the frequen: 
1 harbingers and forerunners thereof; and they are 

| il ſure to die, both from the expreſs declarations .c 
A the word concerning this matter, and from ſome- 

. thing peculiar to themſelves; their very work it- 
1 ſelt oft expoſes them to many diſeaſcs, it waltes 
1 ; their ſpirits, and oft brings on their death; ſome 
L I* times they are even conſumed with zeal ior God 
I! +» and the good of fouls ; and they are oft ſore griev- 
EF I, ed at the hardneſs oi men's hearts, and preſſed dow!: 
14 With their cares and labours; nor will God alway: 
1 by 5 keep 
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| keep his faithful ſervants from their reſt and home; 

l but they ſhall ere long reit from their labours, and 

l enter upon their reward; fo that you fee this obier- 

18 vation that miniſters die, has been verified in God's 

a- ſaints and ſervants unto this day. You, my friends, 

{ of this church and congregation have lately had anat- 

0 fecting inſtance hereot in the death and removal of 

6 B your aged paitor, who had long ſerved you in the 

5 goſpel ; but God has exccuted his purpoſe, and death 

n | has executed his commiſſion ; your paſtor is now 

o no more, he is taken and removed from you by death, 

o | the general ſentence of mortality is executed upon 

-- him, his warfare is accompiiſhed. He has ended his 

r- days on earth, made his xit and eſcape from all 

„ the troubles and trials of this mortal life, and en- 

VE tered upon his glorious reward, 

u- III. This leads me to the laſt head propos'd, 23. 

Dy i to conſider the great and important duties which 

x- are here recommended by the apoſtle to the believ- 

S: ing Hebrews, with reference to perſons of this ftamp 

ki and character, when they are dead and gone, and 

a- after they were removed {rom = preſent world, and 

10 as what are incumbent upon the churches of Chriſt 

ts, with reſpect to their miniſters and Paſtors when 

ey they are removed by death from them, diz. to re- 

oO member them, follow their faith, and conßder the 

nt end of their converſation: Rememoer thein which 

wre bad the rule over you, who' have ſpoten to you the 

914 word of Gad, whoſe faith /- low, confidering the end 

89 of ther couverſation. 

t- Many perſons are ready to think they have paid 
tes i their laſt reipects to their deceaſell miniſters and 1 
e- | paſtors, when chey have depoſited their precious I 
oc i remains in the filent grave, and perliaps ſhed a few 5 
v2 tears at their funeral; but the text points to a more | 
yn | laſting and durable reſpect to them, while it di- { 
ys Þ rects to erect monuments for thein in our minds | 1 
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and memories, when they are dead and gone; and 
we muſt imitate their holy faith, and heavenly con- 
verſation ; and this is what I would earneſtly recom- 
mend to you, my friends, with reſpect to your 
late honoured, but now deceaſed paſtor : Remember 
him who had the rule over you, who has ſpoken to 
you the word of God, whoſe faith follow, conſidering 
the end of his converſation. 

1, One thing incumbent upon the believing He- 
brews, and therein upon other Chriſtians with re- 
ſpect to their ſpiritual guides, who have ſpoken to 
them the word of God, is to remember them. The 
apoſtle does not here give the leaſt countenance to. 
heatheniſh inventions, or popiſh ſuperſtitions, in 
religious worſhip and prayers for them, in dedi- 
cations of temples to them, or in the obſervation 
of days in memory of them; theſe are things ut- 
terly diſclaimed and concerned in the word of 
God. But there is a reſpect due to the memory of 
your deceaſed paſtors, and ſpiritual guides, which 
ſhould be paid to them after they are dead and 
gone; the churches of Chriſt ſhould bear in their 
minds and memories a remembrance of their deceaſ- 
ed miniſters and paſtors, and they lnould entertain 
affectionate and honourable thoughts of them when 
they are dead and gone : as when on earth they 
were to eſteem them very highly in love tor their 
work's fake ſo there is a reſpect to be paid to 


their memory, when they have finiſhed their courſe, 
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and are removed by death : “ ſuddenly to forget 
*« them, is an evidence, ſays the great Dr. Orden, 
* we have not profited by their labours,as we ought 
to have done.” We are to remember them on ac- 
count of their paſt ſervices on earth, the righteous 
are to be had in everlaſting remembrance ; yea, the me- 
mory of the juſt is bleſſed; eſpecially of ſuch who have 
not only been juſt themſelves, but have been, under 

I God, 
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God, the happy inſtruments of turning many to 
righteouſneſs, We ſhould often call ro mind our de- 
ceaſed ſpiritual guides and paſtors, «who have had the 
rule over us, and haue ſpoken to us the word of God, 
and are now come to the end of their converſation ; we 
ſhould remember the ſpiritual rule they have exer- 
cited, the doctrines they have preached, and the 
example they have ſet us; remember how they bave 
ſpoken to us the word of God, how they delivered to 
us the whole counſel of God, and kept back no- 
thing which might be profitable to us; with what 
tender compaſſion they longed tor their people, in 
the bowels of Chriſt; with what diligence, fidelity 
and conſtancy they Bade ſpoken the word of Cod to 
; What pains they have taken in their publick 
inftruQions, and private admonitions, how they 
have taught us publickly, and from houle to houſe, 
warning us with tears night and day; we ſhould re- 
member their holy example, hov careful they were 
toadorn the doctrine of God their Saviour inall things, 
and manifeſt themſelves in all things patterns of good 
works,and examples to their fiocks,and how watchful 
and circuripect they were in their lives and conver- 
ſations, that the miniſtry might not be blamed, and 
that they might have conſciences void of offence, and 


might give none offence to Je nor Gentile, nor to 


the church of God. It is not a meer naked of 
Ample remembrance whichis called for, but an attec- 
tionate and en remembrance of them, ſuch as 
makes an abiding influence and impteſſion upon us, 
and miniſters ſhould be remembered with affection, 
reſpect, and improvement when they are dead, We 
ſhould bleſs their memory, and make an honourable 
mention of them; we ſhould honour them that ftar 
the Lord while living, and honour their memory when 


dead; and this is what is due to our ſpiritual guides, 


thoſe” of them that have obtained mercy to be {aith- 
ſul. 
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ful. If they have been inſtruments of good to us, 
we cannot ſoon forget them, and ſhould be always 
ready to ſpeak well of them; we ſhould remember 
then ſo as to be thankful for them that we enjoy- 
ed them, and had them ſo long with us, and that 
they were made in any meaſure ufetul and ſervice- 
able to us. We ſhould alſo be ſenſibly affected 
with, and mourn and lament the loſs of them, 
when they are removed by death from us. When 
Samut died all ſfroet lamented him, 1 Sam. xxv. 
1. And how did the Epbeſian elders weep lore 
at the words of the apoſtle Paul, when he tells them, 
they ſhould jee his face no more; ſorroming moſt of all 
for this, Acts xx. 37, 38. Atrue ſign they loved and 
valued him, and had received benefit from him, 
that they thus lament his lots ; and, tho* the death 
of faithful miniſters is doubtleſs their unſpeakable 
gain, and they thereby go to their God and Father, 
and enter into all the felicity and bleſſedneſs pro- 
miled to, and deſigned for them, and on this ac- 
count there is reaſon to rejoice, yet in another 
view of things, their death is to be Jamented, as it 
is a publick loſs to the church, and the nation, to 
the places whete they lived, yea, a loſs to ourſelves 
in particular, from whom they are removed and 
taken: we may greatly need their inſtructions and 
prayers, their prudent counſel and advice; how 
ill can the church, or the nation, at this day, ſpare 
any of its faithtul miniſters ? they are the chariots 
and the hortemen of our . '/raet, and ſhould be la- 
mented after as fuch ; 2 Kings ii. 12. My father, my 
fether, the chariot of Iſrael, "and the borſemen thereof ! 
PLw is the craun thus fallen from our heads, when the 
precious ſons of Lion, comparable to fine gold, are 
removed from us, Lam.iv.2.and,when God is pleaſed 
to take away his faithful ſervants, their death ſhould 
| be 
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be lamented, that the church and world are de- 
prived of ſo rich and valuable a treaſure. 

2. Another thing incumbent upon theſe believ- 
ing Hebrews, and therein upon other chriſtians with 
reſpect to their decealed miniſters and paſtors, their 
{piritual guides, hoſe that have ſpoken to them the 
word of God, is to imitate their faith and copy aſ- 
ter their example; who/e faith follow, This indeed 
is the principal end for which we ſhould remember 
them; the remembrance of them which is intended 
in the text, is a remembrance of the word of God, 
which the; bave ſpoken, and of their converſation 
agrecable thereunto ; and this in order to follucy 
their faith, and imitate their example. The ſcribes 
and phariſees pretended a great veneration lor the 
memory of their prophets, as appears from what 
our Lord lays concerning them, Matt. xxiil. 29. 
They built their tombs, and garviſhed their {c- 
puichres ; but at the fame time paid no regard to 
what their prophets had taught them, nor did they 
endeavour to imitate their example. It is expected 
of Chriſtians that they follow the faith of their ſpiri- 
tual guides, This is much better than to make 
honourable mention of them, or. than to erect mo- 
numents to their memor 

The term Faith is variouſly taken in icripture 
ſometimes for the docttine of faith. Thus Jude 
It was needſul for me to write to you, and exhort 
you that you ſhould earneſtiy contend for the faith 
which was once delivered to the ſaiuts. So 1 Tims. 
iv. 1. Now the fpirit ſpeaketh cxpreſly, that in ihe 
latter times ſome ſhould depart from the faith, giving 


beed to ſeducing ſpirits ; and ſo in a variety of other 
paſſages too numerous to recite, the doctrine of 


faith is intended, Sometimes che grace of faith is 
intended, or that gracious divine principle wrough® 
in the heart by the Spirit of God, under the infiu- 


E. dice 
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ence whereof Chriſtians are ſaid to live. Thus 
when it is ſaid, the juſt ſhall live by faith, Habak. 

ii. 4. Heb. x. 38. And ſo when the apoſtle ſays. 
Gal. ii. 20. The life which I now live in the fleſh, 1 
live by the faith of the ſon of God, Both ſenſes 
may be taken in here. 

1. And if we take it in the former ſenſe, then to 
follew their faith, is to be ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion 
of that faith which they preached to us: and here, 
as theſe ſpiritual guides are ſaid to have ſpoken 10 
us the word of God, and, as it is to be ſuppoſed, 
have been careful to make that the great rule and 
ſtandard of their ſacred miniſtrations, and have 
therein had recourſe to the Jaw and to the teſti- 
mony, we ſhould therefore ſtedfaſtly adhere to the 
doctrines of faith delivered in the ſacred oracles to 
us, and preached by the faithful miniſters conſon- 
ant and agreeable thereunto; we uud hold fa)! 
that form of ſound words which they have delivered, 
that faith which was once delivered to the ſaints. 
2 Tim. i. 13. Jude 3. 

The apoſtle does not intend hereby an implicit 
faith, as taking all upon truſt, or that the people 
ſhould give up themſelves to the judgment of their 
miniſters in matters of faith, or that they ſhould 
receive implicitely whatever they ſay ; their fait! 
ſhould not thus ſtand in the will and fancy of men, 
but in the power of God. Chriftians ſhould fol- 
low the faith of their ſpiritual guides to far as they 
followed Chriſt, but no farther; no farther than 
their belief and preaching was founded upon, fetch. 
ed from, and conſonant and agreeable to the word 
of God, that grand repoſitory of all ſacred and 
divine truths. Chriſtians ſhould continue in the 
word, and in thoſe things which they have learn- 
ed, and been aſſured of from it; they ſhould conti- 
nue in the firm and ſtedfaſt belief of thoſe important 
truths of the everlaſting goſpel, which, like their 

di- 
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divine author, are the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever; they ſhould labour after a ſtability of 
mind and judgment as to the great and eſſential 
doctrines of the everlaſting goſpel, according totheir 
nature,, uſe, and importance in the ſcheme of God's 
{alvation ; thoſe doctrines that enter into the ver 
eſſence and vitals of Chriſtianity, and lie at the 
foundation of all our faith, hope, and comfort; thoſe 
doctrines wherein the glory of God, and the honourot 
the Redeemer, are nearly intereſted and concerned, 
and whereon the peace and comfort, happineſs and 
eternal ſalvation of immortal ſouls reſt and depend; 
in theſe great and glorious doctrines, true chriſ- 
tians ſhould follow their ſpiritual leaders and guides. 
Theſe doctrines they are to adhere to, and not upon 
any occaſion recede or depart from; doctrines Which 
have a tendency to debaſe and lay low the fallen 
creature, ſtain the pride of human glory, and exalt 
God and his rich grace in our falvation ; and doc- 
trines that have the moſt powerful influence upon 
the hearts and lives of men, and tend to yield the 
molt ſolid ſupport and comfort in a dying hour. (I 
ſhall not ſtay particularly to rehearſe and ennumerate 
them, they were ſuch as I ara well periuaded were 
faithfully preached by your ſpiritual guide that is 
gone, and which are ſtill inc: ulcated by him that 
ſurvives and remains with you.) Theſe doctrines, 
I ſay, you are firmly to adhere to, and abide 
by, and labour to 0 rooted and grounded 
in them. We live in a day wherein men are crying 
up the innocence of error, and applaud charity to 
principles ſubverſive of the foundation of all our 
taith, hope, and comfort, and recommend ſcepti- 
ciſm, doubt, and uncertainty in the matters of our 
faith; but it highly concerns Chriſtians to follow 
the faith of their ſpiritual guides, when it is nothing 
Iſe than the Faith of the golpel, and not be ca 
ried about with divers and ftrange doctrines, or * 
F. 2 ä | cnilar e 
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children toſſed to and fro, and carried abont with 
every «wind of dofirine, by the fleight of men, and cun- 
ning craftineſs whereby they lie in wait to deceive. Eph. 
iv. 14. But they are to beware left being led away 
with the error of the wicked, they fall from their ow: 
ſtedfaſtneſs, 2 Pet. iii. 7. They ſhould not be 
like perſons that are ever !carning, but never come 
to the knowledge of the truth; t bold faſt the 
profeſſion of their feith without wavering, Heb. x. 
23. They ſhould contend earneſily for that faith 
which was once delivered Io the ſaints ; and be valiant 
for the truth upon earth, and not part with the faith 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt under any a or on 
any account. Thus Chriſtians and churches are 
to follow the faith delivered by their decealed ſpi- 
ritual guides and paſtors, underſtanding by Faith 
the doctrine of faith. 5 | 
2. But I apprehend faith is frequently intended ot 

the grace of faith; and then to follow the Faith of 
miniſters in this view, is to imitate them in that faith, 
in the exerciſe, and under the influence whereof, they 
both lived and died, We ſhould follow them in 
the exerciſe of this gracious and divine principle, 
and in all the bleſſed fruits and effects thereof, as 
produced by it, as it purified their hearts, and re- 
gulated and influenced their lives and converſati- 
ons; and a pcople ſhould labour to have their ſov!: 
caſt into the ſacred mould of divine truths, and 
to have faith as a living principle within actuating 
and influencing them, as it works by love, purifies th. 
heart, and is the ſpring of univerſal holineſs and obedi- 
ence; they ſhould imitate them in thoſe divine graces 
in which their miniſters ſhone, and in the practice o 
thoſe dutic# wherein they abounded. As the life they 
lived in the fleſh was by the faith of the Son of God. 
Chriſtians ſhould copy after them, cheriſh this di- 
vine principle in their hearts, and live in the con- 

8 . tant, 
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Fant, daily, and lively exerciſe thereof: their faith 
ſhould work by love, and produce the fruits of holy 
obedience. It was in the exerciſe of this divine prin- 
ciple that their pious miniſters ſet out in the ways of 
God, maugre every difficulty, oppoſition, and danger; 
it was under the influence of this principle that they 
perſevered and held on in their Chriſtian courſe and 
profeſſion; hereby they fetch'd in grace, ſtrength, 
help, and ſupply tor the diſcharge of duty, and to 
enable them to bear up under the tryals of life; 
and after, through patient continuance in well- 
doing, they had both done and ſulfered the will 
of God, under the influence of the fame divine 
principle, they finiſh'd their courſe, and entered 
into their maſter's joy. Thus it, was that the wor- 
thies of old recorded in ſcripture liv'd and died; as 
they lived by faith, fo they diediin faith, Heb. xi. 13. 
The ſame principle that actuated and influenced 
them in life, influenced them at death: in the vi- 
gorous exerciſe of faith they left the world, embrac- 
ing the promiſes, laying hold of them, claſping 
themſelves about them, and venturing; their eternal 
All upon them: they commtited thernielves b 

Faith to divine guidance while going thro” the dark 
valley, and in the lively actings of this grace they 
humbly hoped and waited for God's ſalvation; and 
we are to be followers of them, who through faith 
and patience, are now inheriting the promiſes. We 
ſhould imitate our deceaſed miniſters in their taith': 
Did this principle, as à living principle within, 
actuate and influence them in all the parts of the 
Chriſtian life ? and produce in them all the fruits 
of holy obedience ? Did their faith work by love? 
purify their hearts, overcome the world, and rea- 
lize inviſible objects and glories? In theſe re- 
ſpects we ſhould imitate them. Faith is the bond 
of union, the inftrument of juſtification, the great 
Principle of ſanctification, the ſpring of ſpiritual 


Peace, 
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ace, comfort, and joy; the great mean of ſpi- 
ritual life and livelineſs, and that which leads 
on to the worid of peace and joy above, where 
it will be turned into viſion, and enjoyment 
for ever. The faith of your pious paſtors pro- 
duced ſuch effects as thete in them. The life they 
lived in the fleſh they lived by ibe faith of the Son of 
God ; they proved their faith by their works ;, they 
ſhewed forth the virtues and praiſes of him who 
called them out of darkneſs into 12 marvellous lig bi; 
they lived as ſeeing him that is inviſible, and had 
reſpedt unto the recompence of reward. How concern- 
ed then ſhould people be to be imitators of the faith 
of their pious paſtors, in all its transforming power 
and influence on their hearts and lives ? how ſhould 
they labour to be more and more poſſeſſed with 
this divine principle, and actuated and influenced 
thereby, in all holy converſation and godlineſs? 
People ſnould walk as they have had their miniſters 
for examples, and ſtudy to adorn the doctrine ot 
God their Saviour in all things; they ſhould la- 
bour to tranſcribe their graces, to follow in their 
ſteps, and abound in all the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs which are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and 
glory of God. They are to keep their eye upon 
their godly miniſtes, through the whole courſe of 
faith and obedience, till they come to the end of 
their lives; &nowing that he that endures to the 

end ſhall be ſaved. | 
2+ Another thing incumbent upon theſe believ- 
ing Hebrews, and therein upon other Chriſtians 
and churches with reſpect to their deceaſed paſtors, 
their ſpiritual guides, thoſe that have ſpoken to them 
the word of God, is a narrow inſpection, and ſeri- 
ous conſideration into the end of their converſation. 
What we are to underſtand by the the end of their 
conver/ation, expoſitors are not agreed; the word 
| (ren» 


* 
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(render*d the end) properly ſignifies their egreſs 
or exit; their eſcape out of the troubles, temp- 
tations, and tryals of the preſent life, and the hap- 
Py iſſue of all in their arrrival at the bleſſedneſs 
and glory of the heavenly world; and fo the 
exhortation may be conſidered to be of the ſame 
nature and import with that of the pious Pfalmiſt, 
Pſal. xxxvii. 37. Mark the perfect man, and behold 
the upright ;, for the end of that man is peace. In. 
like manner the apoſtle directs Chriſtians attentive- 
ly to view, and diligently to weigh and conſi- 
der, for ſo the word imports, the end of the con- 
verſation of their rulers and guides, who have ſpoken 
to them the word of Grd, And here ſuch things as 
theſe that follow are evidently comprized therein, 
The apoſtle would have them follow their ſpi- 
ritual rulers and guides, to the cloſe and end of 
their lives, auc contemplate and conſider how quiet- 
ly, and calmly, comtortably, and joyfully they 
often finiſhed their courſe, and ended their days: 
they then poſſeſſed a divine calm, ſerenity and 
compoſure of ſoul; their hearts being ſprinkled 
from an evil conſcience, and their conſcience purg- 
ed from dead works, they experienced the power- 
tu] virtue of Chriſt's blood to pacify, cleanie, and 
ſave them; they enjoyed a bleſſed and holy tran- 
quillity, peace and comfort of foul in their expir- 
ing moments, even the peace of God, which paſſes 
all underſtanding, Philip. iv. . which indeed is bet- 
ter felt than expreſſed, but it is nothing leſs than 
the dawn and earneſt of heaven let down into the 
ſoul, the beginning and foretaſte thereof, which the 
| foul has in itſelf alone, and which leads on to 
joys unipeakable and full of glory. How have 
ſome of God's dear and faithful ſervants been 
carried above the natural fear of death, they have 
they been made willing to die, bow the head and 
give 


32 A SERMON occafened by the Death 


give up the ghoſt ? They have by faith ſeen death 
unſtung, and the grave ſtript of its gloomy horrors. 
They have ſeen the nature of death changed from 
a curſe into a bleſſing; and as ſafe in the Re- 
deemer's hands, and in his new covenant relation 
to his people, they have willingly and chearfully 
yielded to death as the will of God, and the ap- 
pointed way to their father's houſe : they have look- 
ed into the grave, and ſeen Fe/us paſſing there, 
and ſweetening it for his followers, they have 
laid down their fleſh in hope, they have realized 
the future promis'd bleſſedneſs and glory, and the 
believing hopes and proſpects of it, have given them 
folid ſupport and comfort in their expiring mo- 
ments, and amidſt the agonies of diſſolving nature, 

But however this be, this manner of chearful tri- 
umphant dying, as it has ſometimes been the caſe of 
ſome of God's dear ſervants, yet the apoſtle un- 
doubtedly would have Chriſtians alſo conſider the end 
of their conver ation, that is, the egreſs and eſcape of 
their pious miniſters out of all the troubles, tempta- 
tions, and tryals of the prefent life. God's faithful ſer- 


vants, when they have finiſh'd their courſe, and 


come to the period and end of their days, leave 
a world of fin and ſorrows, ſnares, and tempta- 


tions behind them, in which they had their ſhare 


in common with others; nay, in which they were 
peculiarly expos'd to the malice of Satan and his 
inſtruments, for their fidelity and adherence to 
Chriſt; but at death they are happily releas'd 
from all ther troubles, afflictions, and forrows ; 
the winter of their ſharp afflictions is then over, 
and the ſtorms of temptation and adverſity ſhall 
for ever ceaſe. God then wipes away all tears 
from their eyes, and the days of their mourn- 
ing are ended, This is a world of fin, diſap- 


pointment and forrow z but at death they eſcape 


from 
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from all theſe, they then get beyond the reach 
of affliction, temptation, and forrow ; death is a 
ſafe harbour, and the grave a quiet retreat, to the 
ſaints, to Chriſt's faithful miniſters, from all the 
ſtorms and tempeſts of this world; they then gain 
an happy releaſe and eſcape from all the pains of a 
diſeas'd, diſtemper'd body, and all the troubles of 
an afflicted ſtate; they leave them all behind, and 
go from a world of fin and forrow, vexation and 
diappointinent : this is the bleſſed cicape that they 
make, 

And the apoſtle would have them farther conſi- 
der the end of their converſation; the happy iflue of 
all in the felicity, bleſſedneſs, and glory of the 
heavenly ſtate and world, which. they enter upon 
after their eſcape out of che troubles, temptations, 
and trials of the prefent life, world, and ſtate; 
this is ſometimes called ths end of their faith, even 
the ſalvation of their ſouls, 1 Pet. i. g. and is re- 
prefented as the final ifſue of a courſe of holy, 
humble obedience, according to the gracious con- 
ſtitution of God in the goſpel. They have their 
Fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting liſe, Rom. 
Vi. 22. This is the bleſſed and happy end which 
all ſpiritual guides who have faithfully ſpoken the 
word of God, and have been enabled to exemplity 
their doctrine in their lives and converſations, ſhall 
be brought unto, according to the promiſc of a 
gracious God; for when the chief ſhepherd D 
appear, they fhall appear with bim in glory, and 
ſhall receive from him a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away, 1 Pet. v. 4. Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life, Rev. u. 10. Ant 
who can rate the felicity, bleſſedneſs, and aloiy, 
that God's faithful ſervants enter upon, after they 
have eſcaped the ſorrows and troubles, the temp- 
tations and trials of the preſent life? when chey 
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enter into a world of peace and joy, perſect holt- 
neſs, and perfect happineſs, the 0 of this 
mortal life ſhall be ſuperſeded by the trueſt plea- 
ſures, moſt ſubſtantial joys, and real and laſting 
bleſſedneſs: God will wipe away all tears from 
the eyes of bis ſervants, and there ſhall be no more 
death, ſorrow nor crying, nor am more pain, for the 
former things ſhall be done away ; and the Lamb that 
is in the midſt of the throne ſhall ſeed them, and lead 
them 19 living fountains of water, Rev. xxi. 4. Rev. 
Vii. 17. compared. The redeemed of ihe Lord ſball 
come to the heaven'y Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting 
joys upon their heeds, and they ſball obiain joy and 
gladnejs, and ſorrow and fo bing Hall flee away, 
Ia. xxxv. 10. He hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
nor have entered the heart of man, the things God 
hath prepared for them that love him, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
Time would fail me ſhonld 1 attempt a deſcrip- 
tion of the felicity, bleſſedneſs, and glory theſe 
ſpiritual guides are admitted to at the cloſe and end 
of their days; metaphor and language fail in the 
deſcription and repreſentation thercof, and the en- 
joyment only can acquaint us, «what it is to be for 
ever with the Lord, to bebold his glory, to be made {ike 
bim, and dwell eternally with him. They then go 
into a world of harmony, peace, and love, of light, 
liberty, and glory, of unſpotted purity, and un. 
mingled joys, where God and Chriſt, ſaints and 


angels for ever dwell, whence all evil ſhall be tor 
Ever haniſhed and excluded, and where the confluence 


all good ſhall attend them, to render them com- 
pletely happy and bleſſed for ever : and to this 
blefied flue of things the Apoſtle would have 
chriſtians turn their minds, with a narrow in- 


ſpection, and ferious and diligent regard, as what 


would tend to have a mighty influence upon them 
to 
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to engage them to follow the faith of their mini- 
ſters, and imitate their example. 

And farther, when I conſider the connection of 
theſe words with thoſe that follow, I cannot but ap- 
prehend the apoſtle places Chriſt in the view of the 
ſaints, as the great mark, ſcope and end which faithtul 
miniſters have their eye to, and which he would parti- 
cularly have theſe Hebrews, and therein others like- 
wiſe with them, to attend to and regard; conſider- 
ing, lays he, the end of their converſation : Feſus Chriſt 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, Jeſus Chrift 
is the end of goſpel miniſters, he is the ſubject- 
matter of their preaching, the ſpring of all their 
hopes, the object of their dependence, the ſum 
and centre of their felicity and happineſs ; he is 
the {cope and end of their lives and labours; and 
the top of their wiſhes, defires, and purſuits, hopes 
and expectation, is an intereſt in him, communion 
with him, and the everlaſting fruition and enjoy- 
ment oi him, who is the ſame, yeſterdav, to day, 
and fer ever; the lame in his divine perſon, being 
from everlaſting to everlaſting Cod; yea, God over 
Zl ed forever; and the fame in his mediatorial cha- 
racters and offices. He ever was and will be the 
prophet, prieſt, and king of his church; his doc- 
trine is everlaſtingly and unalterably the ſame divine 
and everlaſting truth; he is the ſame in his love, care, 
and grace to his people, and will remain the ſame 
throughout the endleſs ages of eternity; and what 
he hath been to others, the ſame he can ſtill alſo be 
to us, the virtues of his death cannot be impair'd, 
nor yet the treaſures of his grace exhauſted, Thc 
Apoſtle therefore would have the people of God 
conſider Chritt as the ſcope and end ui the conver- 
ſation of faithful miniſters, and he would have him 
co be the ſcope and end of their converſations, which 
15 to be found in him, and to be for ever with him. 
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And now, my friends, having gone through the 
particulars propoſed and intended, 1 ſhall proceed to 
apply what has been ſaid to the preſent tolemn oc- 
caſion, the death of my dear and much honoured 
father, and of your excellent and worthy paſtor. 
Here, I know, it is generally expected in funeral 
diſcourſes, that ſomething ſhould be {aid concern- 
ing the deceaſed ; but my method is to give no 
characters ot the dead, but leave .their works to 
praiſe them, knowing that encomiums on the dead 
can be of no real ſervice to them that are gone, and 
oft times are found to be a ſnare to the living; and 


my uſual] method is to exhort the relations and ac- 


quaintance of the deceaſed, that whatever they 
ſaw in them imitable and praife- -worthy, that to 
think upon and do: but in the preſent caſe I know 
more is expected from me, and 1 think more ought 
to be ſaid in honour to the memory of the deceaſed, 
and the praiſe of God's grace, which fo evidently and 
conſpicuouſly appeared in him, I am ſenſible that J 
am very unequal to the Taſk now laid upon me, nor 


can [ do that juſtice to his memory which on this 


occaſion is due from me; I have neither art to 
draw his picture, nor yet ſkull to ſet it off when 
drawn, that it may be ſeen to advantage. However 
duty to Chriſt, whoſe ſervant he was, and with 
whoſe gifts and graces he was conſpicuouſly ador- 
ned, a juſt honour for the memory of your de- 
ceaſed paſtor, and valuable relation, oblige me to 


eſſay his character in ſome weak and feeble man- 


ner, 

am not furniſhed with materials ſufficient to ac- 
quaint you with his parentage, birth, and deſcent ; 
only thus far, that he was born at Hinton in Somer- 
ſetſhire, near Briſtol ; and that a particular friend of 


his diſcovering in him a ſerious turn of mind, and 


an inclination to the miniſtry, put him out to ſchool 
at his own expence z and after he had gone through 
the 
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the uſual forms, he was, by the providence of God, 


placed under the tuition of the Rev, Mr. William 


| Payne of Saffron-Waldon, my honoured grandfather; 
a man whoſe prailes are ſtil! in the churches, and 
who'acquitted himſelf in the place of tutor with 
great fidelity and integrity ; many able miniſters 
of the New Teſtament being brought up by him, 
molt of whom are fallen aſlecp, and I think ſcarce any 
remain at this day, but Dr. Gzy/e and Mr. Rawlin, 


both of Lender. Our deceaſed friend was, I ſay, 


here placed, by the providence of God, and made 
conſiderable improvements by the bleſſing of God 
upon his ftudies, and the endeavours that were 
uted with him, tho' he came to his ſtudies later in 
lite than ordinary, in the year 1702. He commen- 
ced a preacher in i705. and he was tent out by ſo- 


lemn prayer, when a ſermon was preached on that 


occaſion, as I find it recorded by my grandiather, 

from Micah iv. 1, 2. I apprehend about this 
time he left Safron-Ialdon, and removed to Thax- 
ed in Eſſex, where he ſerved the Lord faithfully and 
ſucceſstully ; for God was with him, and his me- 
mory is precious in thoſe parts unto this day. 
It is now near thirty-two years fince he. care 
amongſt you, and his character is too wel! known 
to you to need any thing to let it off ; you have 
fully known bis doctrine, and manner of liſe, his 
purpoſe, faith, long-fuffering, charity, patience ; and 
how that he ſerved the Lord among you with all 


humility of mind, with many tears and tempta- 


tions which have befalle n him. What he ſays in his 
Dying Paſtor's Legacy, publiſhed ſeveral years ago to 
leave among you, will give you, in his own words; 
his character, better than any ocher that I can uſe : 
L have (ſays he) endeavoured to repreſent to you 
„ pure Chriſtian religion by practice and exainple, 
„e as well as by doctrinc and precept, that I might 


„ be 
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in his work, and what he ipake evidently came 
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be able to ſay as the holy apoſtle Paul did; that 


« which ye have heard and learned and [zen of me do. | 


have made Jeſus Chriſt the end of my miniſtry 
& and my life. I have not ſhunned to declare the 
whole counſel of God; I have preached the 
free and effectual grace of God in regeneration 
and converſion, and the doctrine of free juſtifi- 
cation of ſinners thro* the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
* Chriſt by faith alone. I have alſo ſhewn you 


KR $8 


e the neceſſity of holineſs and good works.” This 


he declares concerning himſelf, and folemnly ap- 


peals to you for the truth of it.“ You have known 
« my doctrinc and manner of life.” 


Allow me to obſerve ſome few things con- 


cerning him, agreeable to the ſubjze& I have 


been upon: he was a wiſe paſtor, and ſkiltul 
guide ; he was far trom pretending to have domi- 
nion over your faith, yet he Jabour'd to keep up 
that authority among you, which became the dig- 


nity of his character and office; and which wes 


ſuited to your edification. He was a wile maſter- 
builder in the houſe and temple of the living God, 
a ſcribe well inſtructed in the myſteries of the king- 
dom, and bis written dilcourſes, as well as his 
printed works (by which being dead he yet ſpeaks) 
will ſhew that he was abundantly qualified for his 


work, He thercin hath ſhewn himſelf a workman 


that needed not to be aſhamed. Chriſt was the great 
ſcope and end of his miniſtry, as he declares, and 


the doctrines of grace were preached by him; and 


with what diligence, fidelity, conſtancy, and cart 
he diſcharg'd himſelf in his work, you are his wit. 
neſſes, and God alſo: he El in the wort! 
and doctrine, and was inſtant in ſcaſon and out of 
icalon, readily embracing opportunities of preach- 
ing, and doing good to fouls; his heart appeared 


fron 
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from his heart, and had a tendency by the bleſſing 
of God to do good to ſouls. 

And it muſt be ſaid of him, that he lived as be 
preached : his doctrine was truly exemplified in his 
life, and he was himſelf a living epiſtle of Jeſus 
Chriſt ſeen and read of all that convers'd with him 
they might take knowledge of him that he had been 
with Jeſus; that he had fat at the feet of his divine 
maſter, learned his doctrine, and copied after his 
exainple ; and that the fame mind, in its meaſure, 
was in him, as was allo in Chriſt. The graces 
of the ſpirit were evident and - conſpicuous is 
him; his meekneſs, humility, patience, zeal and 
love were very eminent. His faith in God was 
great, and this divine principle was apparent in 
him in the whole of his walk and converſation. 
He lived as ſeeing him that is inviſible, and his 
divine faith influenced him to abound in the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, without any obſervable (tain 
upon his character as a Chriſtian and a miniſter. 
He might truly appeal to you, as the apoſtle does 
to the Theſſalonians, Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, 
bow Holily, and juſtly, and unblameably, we be- 
haved ourſelves among you that believe, 1 Theſſ. ii. 
10. With what prudence, gravity, and iweet- 
neſs of temper, he walked before you, and pre- 
fided over you in the Lord, you all know : he 
was meek and humble among you, and gentle 
towards all men, There was a venerable gravuy 
join'd with an affable ſwectneſs, which run thro? 
his whole temper and conduct, which made his 
company truly pleaſant and delightful. He was a 
man of a pacifick ipirit, and would ſacrifice every 
thing but truth and holineſs for it, He was a live- 
ly example of ſelf-denial and weanedneis from 
the world, and a moſt remarkable pattern of 
patience under the affifting hand of God ; 

5 | a he 
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and, though God was pleaſed to train him up by 


a long ſeries of uncommon afflictions, pains, and 
diſorders, yet he was never heard to murmur, 
and would hardly allow nature to groan. With 
what prudence, ſaithfulneſs, diligence, and im- 
partiality, he diſcharged the ſeveral duties of his 
office among you, God, Chriſt, and angels are 
witneſſes ; and I doubt not but he has received the 
the teſtimony hereto, from many in the world of per- 
tected ſpirits ; and I truſt there are many yet living 
among you, and now here preſent before God, 
who are the ſeals of his miniſtry, and will be his 
Joy and crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord. 
I might trace him thro? the ſeveral relations he 
| bore in lite: he was a kind, tender, and loving 
huſband, an affectionate and indulgent father, a 
kind maſter, a ſincere and faithful friend; he was 
in his whole deportment a true picture of genuine 
| Chriſtianity ; and without any ſuſpicion of flattery, 
| J think I may be allowed to tay, He was one 
of the beſt men that ever I knew, He died in 
the faith of thoſe doctrines he preached among 
you; and he tells you in his Paſtor's Legacy, 
That if he had an hundred years more to mi- 
© niſter, he would preach the ſame things he had 
* preached among you.” His end was peace, 
and having done his maſter's work, we have no 
reaſon to doubt but he is entered into his 
maſter's joy, and joined company with his valu- 
able conſort, who was gone a little betore him, 
and that he has attained the end of his faith, the 
ſal vation of his ſoul. | 
This, my friends, is the perſon whom God has 
taken from you, a fpiritual guide, an able mi- 
niſter of the New Teſtament, a workman that 
needed not to be aſham'd, one that commended 
himſelf to your conſciences in the ſight of 1 — 
ut 
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but he is gone; your miniſter, your paſtor is taken 
from you, he is removed by death from you, you 
will ſee his face, and hear his voice no more in this 
world. | | 

And now Jet me draw to a cloſe in ſome reflec- 
tions ſuitable o the preſent ſolemn occaſion: and 
here give me leave to addreſs myſelf both to mi- 
niſters and people; to thoſe of you to whom he 
ſtood in the relation of ' paſtor, to all that were his 
hearers, and to you the ncar and dear relations of the 
deceaſed. 

1, Let me ſpeak a word or two to myſelf, and to 
you, my dear brother, on whom the whole care of this 
Chriſtian ſociety is. devolved by the death of, your ho- 
noured father in the miniſtry, and here ſuffer me to be a 
monitor both to myſelf and you. We have heard what is 
the duty of miniſters; they are to preſide over the church 
of God, and exerciſe a ſpiritual rule among them; they 
are to preach the word of God to them, and they are to 
exemplity their doctrine in their lives and converſations. 
We had a lively pattern of this ſet beſore us in him 
that is gone; let us erdeavour to copy after him, 
let us follow his faith and imitate his example, fo far 
as he followed Chriſt ; let us be affected with our loſs, 
and under a ſenſe of the greatneſs and importance of 
our work and duty, let us cry earneſtly to God for his 
grace and ſpirit, for the reſidue of the ſpirit is with 
him: Jet us look to Chriſt, who is the fame yeſter- 
day, to-day, and for ever, who can furnith, aſſiſt, own, 
ſucceed and bleſs us, and be that to us which he has 
been to others. 

2. Let me ſpeak a word to you, the dear people of 
his charge; and here Jet me call upon you in the words 
of the text, to remember him who had the rule over you, 
who bath ſpoken to you the word of God, whoſe faith fo'- 
tow, conſidering the end of his converſation. You have, 
my friends, many of you, teſtify'd your great reipect 
to this dear ſervant of God, and may the Lord n 
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ouſly return it into your boſoms! remember a cup of cold 
water given in the name of a diſciple ſhall not loſe its re- 
ward, and what is done to Chriſt's faithful ſervants h. 
will recompence as done to himſetf. Let me call upon 
you to remember your decealed paſtor in the manner 
have been directing to: remember what you havereceiv- 
ed and heard, and hold faſt, and continue in the thing: 
which you have learned, as diſpenſcd by him; imitate 
his holy example, and follow him ſo far as he followec 
Chriſt, conſidering the end of bis converſation. You can in 
no inſtance ſhow your regard to the memory of you 
deceaſed paſtor more than by adhering to the doCtrines 
in which you have been built up, and conforming to 
the example which he hath ſet you: teſtify your afiec- 
tion to your deceaſed paſtor, by ſhewing all proper re- 
ſpect to the ſeveral branches of his family that he has 
left behind, and likewiſe by a due regard to him 
he has left behind engaged in the work of the Lord 
among you, eſteem him in love for his work's fake, and 
be at peace among yourſelves; think of what your paſtor 
himſelf has faid, © continue in the things which you have 
c heard, and hold faſt the truth as it is in Jeſus; ſtand 
* faſt in one ſpirit, ſtriving together {or the faith of the 
* goſpel, not with carnal contention, but with love and 
** with the ſpirit of meekneſs; labouring to promote pic 
te ty and not party.“ Allow me, my friends, to congra- 
tulate you in this reſpect, that, though God has re- 
moved your aged paſtor from you, yet you are not 
this day left as ſheep having no ſhepherd : God in his 
wile providence, before your paſtor's removal has 
comfortably provided for you one that preaches the 
ſame doctrine, and I truſt will have the ſame tender 
concern and regard to your ſpiritual edification, lor 
whom you ſhould do all you can by your prayers and 
endeavours. Labour to ſtrengthen his hands, anden- 
courage his heart in the IE of the Lord; and re- 
member for your comfort, under your preſent affiic- 
tion and loſs, that Chriſt lives, and is the ſame yeſter- 
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day, to-day, and for ever; and can be all that to your 


preſent, that he was to your former miniſter, O pray 

for a double portion of the fame ſpirit to reſt on him ! 
3. Let me addreſs myſelf to thoſe of you who were 

his hearers, the attendants upon the facred miniſtrations 


of this dear ſervant of God: I truſt many of you, tho? 
you are not yet enter'd into a church-relation, have 


yet received ſaving benefit by his miniſtrations, and 


will be found to be his joy and crown of rejoicing in 


the day of the Lord, tho“ he was not ſuffered to know 
it now. But with reſpect to many of you, it is to be 
feared you till remain in the gall of bitterneſs, and in 
the bond of iniquity z and I tremble to think of your 


dreadful condition, and how you will be abie to look 


our miniſter in the face in the great day; you, know 
ow he longed for you in the bowels of Chriſt, and 
how he even travailed in birth till Chriſt was was form- 


ed in you, I well remember in an aiction he had 


ſome few years ago, how he iamented the want of ſuc- 
ceſs among you, and how deſirous he was to be raiſed 
up again, and that God would make ute of him tor your 
converſion, that you might be brought home to God by 
hearing one, that was, as it were, raiſed irom the dead, 
but the good mandid not live toſee the jruitof his prayers 
and endeavours for this end. God grant you may at 
length be quickned, awakened, and converted to God; 


and, if it were the will of God, may the Death of your 


Miniſter be ſet home for your good, and what is now 
delivered on this occaſion be of real uſe and fervice to 
you, Let me tell you, you muſt meet your miniſter ano- 
ther day, and ere long the book of remembrance will be 
called for, which will bring out the lermons you have 
heard; and, as one obſerves, “ your conſcience, as a 
s counter-part, muſt anſwer thereunto,” and thoſe wo 
have ſpoten to you the word of God, will be witnefies 
for or againſt you. Let therefore all carelets hearers con- 
ſider, that if you are found ſuch as would not obey the 


voice of your teacher, or receve inſtruction from him, 


how 
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how dreadful the meeting with your miniſter will be, 
when all the advantages you have had for your ſouls, 
which under him were many and great, will only 
enhance your guilt, and aggravate your condemnation z 
and he will be called forth as a ſwift witneſs againſt 
you in the great day. 

4. and laſtly, Let me addreſs myſelf to you the near 
and dear relations of the deccaſed. To bid you re- 
member him would be deemed needleſs: fure you can- 
not calily forget him] the impreſſion is tov deep to 
be ſuddenly eraſed out of your minds and memories; 
however, let me call upon you all that ſtood in any re- 
lation to this exccllent perſon to follow his faith, and 

imitate his example: it is a privilege and happineſs to 
be nearly related to thoſe who were in covenant with 
God, and ſtood high in the divine favour, but remem- 
ber this will avail none of you to falvation; we ma 1 
have Abrabam to our father, and yet, if deſtitute of 
his faith, periſh ſor ever; but 1 hope better things 
of you, even things that accompany falvation, tho? "1 
thus ſpeak. It is a comfort to ſee ſo many of you walk- 
ing in the way of your father, and treading; in his ſteps, 
following his faith, and imitating his example; and, it 
any of you by the artifice oi Satan are led away 
from them, let me entreat you, in the name of God, 

not to be ignorant of Satan's devices, but carefully 
watch againſt them; follow the faith, and imitate the 
example of your aged parent, your worthy father, 
. conlicering the end of his converſation; and, lor your 
comfort, jet me, my dear friends, remind you that, 
tho* your aged parent is gone, yet Chriſt hves and 
abides the fame as ever, and that his promiſes are ſure : 
tread in the ſteps of him that is gone, and my ſoul for 
yours, it your end be not peace, and your reward 
great and glorious. Remember them which had the 
rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the word of God, 
whoſe faith follow, conſe dering the end 0 8 2 eir cond er ſas 
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